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result of the efforts of the Dutch Catholics in South
Africa to bring there German Catholic refugees as settlers.
In Scandinavia one finds the Catholic Church to be of
very little importance or influence: in Denmark, for
instance, there are only twenty-five thousand Catholics*
The new Baltic States include a considerable percentage
of Catholics, who had a very harassed existence during
the Czarist regime of Russia, To-day they are free again
and have made Concordats with Rome, largely through
the influence of the present Pope, who, as Monsignor
Ratti, visited them nearly all when he had Warsaw for his
headquarters,
Poland remains intensively Catholic, and the Catholic
Youth Movement of Poland has no less than one million
members. No one seems quite certain how Poland is
going to develop, but there is a strong feeling that it will
be more or less on totalitarian lines- The Poles are not
willing that these totalitarian lines should be the same as
in Germany or Russia, and looking round to find some-
thing a little different, they are leaning towards a Catholic
totalitarian state rather like that of Austria.
This is likely to bring them up against Czechoslovakia,
where the old Protestant element seems to be reviving,
This historic Protestantism will take a great pleasure in
running contrary to Poland* No Concordat has yet been
achieved between Rome and Prague, nor is one likely,
but the Pope has made an agreement and an understanding
with the Czech Government. He seems* however, to be
likely to gain a further influence here in the near future,
This will be thanks to Austria.
The history of the Vatican has always shown that
though it likes Italian Catholicism best and French